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Amendment s to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 

the application: 




I istinq of Claims: • ^ . 

1 (Previously amended) A'computeMm - ^ et^iinted metho^ searching a 
large number of hypertext documents in accordance^ a current search 

query, comprising: / 

determining which of the hypertext documerfts are expert documents; 
ranking the expert documents In accor^ce with the current search 

query by, / 

determining a level score to/each of the expert documents; 
detemiining a fullness fac^br for each key phrase on each of 

the expert documefvts; and 
determining an expe/ score for each expert document in 

accordance wrtli the level score of the expert document 

and the fuHcfess factors for the key phrases of the 

expert document; 

ranking target document^ pointed to by the ranked expert documents; 

and / 
retuming a results list based on the ranked target documents. 

2. (Original) The compu4r-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the 
hypertext documenyare pages in the worid wide web. 

3. (Original) The c6mputer-lmplemented method of claim 1, wherein the 
hypertext docurhents are sites in the worid wide web. 

4. (Original) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the 
hypertext/documents are documents in a hypertext database. 
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5 (Original) The computeMmplemented method of claim 1 . wherein an exJrt 
reverse index is oonstmcted in memory for keywords appearing in the^ert 
documents, the expert reverse Index identifying the location of the k^ords 
in the expert documents, 

6 (Original) The computer-implemented method of daimA wherein a 
keyword of an expert document is included in the expert^verse index rfthe 
keyword is part of a key phrase that qualifies at lea^ ^e URL in the expert 
document. 

7 (Original) The computer-lmplemented method/of claim 6. wherein a key 
phrase qualifies a URL if the URL Is within^e scope of the key phrase in 

the expert document 

8. (Original) The computer-implemented/iethod of daim 6. wherein a key 
phrase in an HTML title qualifies all iAs In the entire document 

9 (Original) The computer-implem^ted method of dalm 6. wherein a key 
phrase in an HTML heading/qualifies all URLs in that portfon of the 
document before a next HTfJjl heading in the document of greater or equal 
importance. 

10. (Original) The comput/-lmplemented method of daim 6. wherein a key 
phrase in an HTML acfchor qualifies the URLs in the anchor. 

11 (Original) The o/mputer^mplemented method of dalm 1. wherein 
determining w/ch of the hypertext documents are expert documents 



indudes: 
deter 



£ng a document having at least a predetemilned number of 
Links to be an expert document if the document also points to 
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at least the predetermined number of targets on disllnc/non- 
affiliated hosts. 

12 (Original) The computer-implemented method of claim 11. wherein expert 
documents additionally must point to documents that share tl^ same broad 
classification. 

13. (Canceled). 

14. (Original) The computer-implemented method of ol^im 1. wherein ranking 
tai^et documents pointed to by the expert documeihts Includes: 

detemiining a pluralfty of edge scores for e4ch target document, where 
an edge score Is determined fo/ edges between the expert 
documents and the target docurnpnt; 

detemiining a target score in accorjlince with the edge scores of the 
target document, 

ranking the target documents in /ccordance wHh the target scores. 

15 (Original) The computer-implemerfted method of claim 14. further including: 
detemiining an edge score only /br those links to the target document tiom a 
predetennined number of top-tanked expert documents. 

16 (Original) The computer-idfclemented method of claim 14. further Including 
selecting target documen4 to be ranked that are linked to by at least two 
mutually non-affiliated siected expert documents, where the selected target 
also is not affiliated wimthe expert documents. 

17. (Original) The corr/uter-implemented method of claim 14. where an edge 
score between a/i expert document and a target document ES(E,T) is 
detemiined as ft^lows. where ExpertScore reflects the rankings of the expert 

documents: / 
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a) 



find #occurTences of each keyword in all kjfyphrases of expert 
document E 

if the #occuiTences for any keyword in E Is 0? ES(E.T)=0 

else ES(E,T)=ExpertScore(E) * sum ^f #occurrences for all 

keywords. 



18 (Original) The computer-lmplemented method of kim 14. wherein, rf two 
affiliated experts have edges to the same ia^^he edge having a lower 
edge score Is discarded and is not used to detenryine the target score. 

19 (Original) The computer-implemented methodf of claim 1. wherein two 
hypertext documents are affiliated rf at lea^ one of the following is 
true: 1)they share the same rightmost non-gjineric suffix and 2) they have 
an IP address in common, 

20 (Previously amended) An apparatus that/searches a large number of 
hypertext documents in accordance with a ctrrent search query, comprising: 

a software portion configured to d^miine which of the hypertext 

documents are expert documer 
a software portion configured to/ rank the expert documents in 
accordance with the cunrent sefarch query by 

determining a level scori for each of the expert documents; 
determining a fullness factor for each key phrase on each of 

the expert documents; and 
determining an experf score for each expert document in 
accordance with/the level score of the expert document 
and the fullnei factors for the key phrases of the 
expert document; 

a software portion configured to rank target documents pointed to by 
the ranked expert documjents; and 
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a software portion configured to return a r^lilts list based on the 
ranked target documents. 
21 (Previously amended) A computer program prodyct, comprising: 

a computer usable medium having coni6u1er readable instructions 
stored therein to search a large number of hypertext documents in 
accordance with a current search a|aery, including: 
computer readable program code deuces for causing a computer to 
detennine which of the hy/ertext documents are expert 
documents; 

computer readable program code/devices for causing a computer to 
rank the expert documents f accordance with the cunrent search 
query by; 

determining a level afore for each of the expert documents: 
determining a fullnafes factor for each key phrase on each of 

the expert documents; and 
detennlnlng an ixpert score for each expert document in 

accordanciwith the level score of the expert document 

and the Aillness factors for the key phrases of the 

expert document; 

computer readable pi/gram code devices for causing a computer to 
rank target d/cuments pointed to by the ranked expert 
doojments; ar 

computer readabi/ program code devices for causing a computer to 
retum a re^ts list based on the ranked target documents. 
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